
Humanities 1010: The Ebb and Flow of Reason in the Modern Period
Fall Semester, 2012, Southern Utah University

Prof. Tim Jankowiak MWF 12:00-12:50
timjankowiak@suu.edu GC 109
office: GC 108F office hours: Mon 3:00-5:00; Tues 9:00-12:00
(435) 586-7912

Introduction

Welcome to Humanities 1010! In this course we will investigate the place of reason in our con-
temporary understanding of what it means to be a human being in modern society. We will conduct
our investigation by looking at some of the most influential writings from the modern period (which
stretches back several hundred years). We will read and discuss a wide range of texts from political
theory, literature, history, and philosophy. Some of the questions we will attempt to address are:

What is the rational basis of political authority?

Can we recognize the force of reason in the unfolding of human history?

Which is more basic to us: our individuality or our universal commonality with the human
race?

What is the relation between reason and emotion?

To what extent should we rely on reason to govern our behavior?

To what extent are individuals today shaped and defined by the history of our civilization?

Required Course Texts

• Hobbes, Leviathan, Hackett Publishing Company, 1994 (ISBN: 0872201775)

• Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Hackett Publishing Company, 1980 (ISBN: 0915144867)

• Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, Hackett Publishing Company, 1992 (ISBN:
0872201503)

• Goethe, Faust: Part 1, Penguin Classics, 2005 (ISBN: 0140449019)

• Shelley, Frankenstein, Penguin Classics, 2003 (ISBN: 0141439475)

• Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49, Harper Perennial, 2006 (ISBN: 006091307X)

There will also be several shorter readings available online as pdfs through SUU’s CANVAS website.
I will post links to these on the course website, or .

Course Website

The website for this course can be found at the url below. I will post information relevant to the
course here and will provide links to course readings. I will also post the reading quiz questions here
(see below).

http://timjankowiak.com/humanities1010-fall2012/

1



Course Requirements

ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION: All students are expected to attend lecture regularly and to
contribute to class discussions. It is also imperative that students complete the required reading
before coming to class. Attendance will be taken during most class meetings.

READING QUIZZES: Throughout the semester, there will be 8 unannounced reading quizzes. The
quiz questions will always be posted on the course website at least one week in advance. I will
drop each student’s 2 lowest scores at the end of the term. For more information, see the Reading
Quiz FAQ on the course website.

SHORT ESSAYS: There will be two short (3-4 pages) essays. All essays must be uploaded to turnitin.
com for originality analysis.

MIDTERM & FINAL EXAM: The midterm and final will consist primarily of multiple choice questions
along with a few short essays questions. The final will also have one or two longer essay questions.
The midterm will cover the material assigned through week 6. The final will be cumulative, but
will emphasize the material covered after the midterm.

Learning Outcomes

Students in this course can expect to improve their reading skills, their skills with written communi-
cation, and their competence with inquiry and analysis. Reading: Every week, students will challenge
themselves with difficult but important texts that deal with deep and abstract issues regarding political
theory, the psychology of human motivation, history, and the value of scientific knowledge. Students
will become comfortable extracting the important ideas from these difficult texts, and thereby learn
to think of reading as an active, rather than passive, process. Writing: Students will gain important
practice with constructing argumentative essays. They will become more comfortable with expressing
complex ideas and reasoning in clear and precise language. Analysis and Inquiry: The questions and
ideas explored in this class are extremely complex, and have been treated in many different ways by
many different thinkers. Students will become familiar with what is required in order to break complex
and difficult questions into their simpler components. They will also become familiar with analyzing
abstract theories by seeking out the premises and presuppositions that lie at the foundations of these
theories.

Grade Breakdown

Attendance and Participation 10%
Reading Quizzes 15%
Essay 1 15%
Essay 2 20%
Midterm 15%
Final 25%
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Schedule

Readings available online as pdfs denoted by a ‘*’.

WEEK 1

Aug 27 no assigned reading
Aug 29 Hobbes, Leviathan chs. XIII, XIV.1-8, XV.1,16-40, XVI (pp.

74-82, 89, 95-105)
Aug 31 Hobbes, Leviathan chs. XVII-XIX (pp. 106-126)

WEEK 2

Sept 3 Labor Day: No Class
Sept 5 Hobbes, Leviathan chs. XX-XXI (pp. 127-145)
Sept 7 Locke, Second Treatise, chs. I-V (pp. 7-30)

WEEK 3

Sept 10 Locke, Second Treatise, chs. VII-VIII (pp. 42-65)
Sept 12 Locke, Second Treatise, chs. IX; XIX (pp. 65-68; 107-124)

*U.S. Declaration of Independence
Sept 14 Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, Introduction (pp. 1-18)

WEEK 4

Sept 17 Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, Part I (pp. 18-44)
Sept 19 Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, Part II (pp. 44-71)
Sept 21 *Lessing, “The Education of the Human Race”

WEEK 5

Sept 24 *Kant, “Idea for a Universal History with a Cosmopolitan Pur-
pose”

Sept 26 *Kant, “What is Enlightenment?”
Sept 28 *Hume, Treatise Concerning Human Nature, §2.3.3

WEEK 6

Oct 1 *Hume, Treatise Concerning Human Nature, §§3.1.1-2
Oct 3 *Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, Section I
Oct 5 no additional reading *Essay 1 Due*

WEEK 7

Oct 8 *Kierkegaard, selections from Fear and Trembling (pp. 116-134)
Oct 10 no reading *Midterm*
Oct 12 Goethe, Faust: Part 1, lines 1-1177 (pp.1-41)

WEEK 8

Oct 15 Goethe, Faust: Part 1, lines 1178-2336 (pp. 41-81)
Oct 17 Goethe, Faust: Part 1, lines 2337-3413 (pp. 81-122)
Oct 19 Goethe, Faust: Part 1, lines 3414-4614 (pp. 123-168)
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WEEK 9

Oct 22 Fall Break
Oct 24 Shelley, Frankenstein, Part I, Ch. 1-5 (pp. 1-57)
Oct 26 Shelley, Frankenstein, Part I, Ch. 6 - Part II, Ch. 3 (pp. 58-112)

WEEK 10

Oct 29 Shelley, Frankenstein, Part II, Ch. 4 - Part III, Ch. 3 (pp.
113-169)

Oct 31 Shelley, Frankenstein, Part III, Ch. 3 - Part III, Ch. 7 (pp.
170-225)

Nov 2 *Hegel, Philosophy of History, Introduction (selection)

WEEK 11

Nov 5 *Marx, The German Ideology (pp. 146-163)
Nov 7 *Marx, The German Ideology (pp. 176-193)
Nov 9 *Marx, The Communist Manifesto (selection)

WEEK 12

Nov 12 *Nietzsche, “On the Uses and Disadvantages of History for Life”
(pp. 59-82)

Nov 14 *Nietzsche, “On the Uses and Disadvantages of History for Life”
(pp. 83-100)

Nov 16 *Nietzsche, “On the Uses and Disadvantages of History for Life”
(pp. 100-123)

WEEK 13

Nov 19 *Sartre, “Existentialism is a Humanism”
Nov 21 Thanksgiving Break: No Class
Nov 23 Thanksgiving Break: No Class

WEEK 14

Nov 26 *Sartre, “Existentialism is a Humanism” (cont.)
Nov 28 Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 chs. 1-2
Nov 30 Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 chs. 3-4

WEEK 15

Dec 3 Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 ch. 5 *2nd Essay Due*
Dec 5 Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 ch. 6
Dec 7 Conclusion/Review
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Additional Information:

LATE WORK POLICY: Extensions on assignments will only be granted only for severe extenuating
circumstances. When possible, students must request extensions more than 48 hours before the
assignment is due. Instructor reserves the right to request documentation to back up requests for
extensions.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT: Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be
prosecuted to the fullest extent. You are expected to have read and understood the current issue
of the student handbook (published by Student Services) regarding student responsibilities and
rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about procedures and about what
constitutes acceptable on-campus behavior.

ADA STATEMENT: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring aca-
demic adjustments, accommodations or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Southern Utah
University Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD), in Room 206F of the
Sharwan Smith Center or phone (435) 865-8022. SSD determines eligibility for and authorizes the
provision of services.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STATEMENT: In case of emergency, the University’s Emergency
Notification System (ENS) will be activated. Students are encouraged to maintain updated con-
tact information using the link on the homepage of the mySUU portal. In addition, students
are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the Emergency Response Protocols posted in each
classroom. Detailed information about the University’s emergency management plan can be found
at http://www.suu.edu/emergency.

DISCLAIMER: Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments,
makeup work, and attendance policies, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed
appropriate by the instructor.
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